
 

 

April 25, 2016 

 

Krystal Penner 

Government of Manitoba – Conservation and Water Stewardship 

123 Main Street, Suite 160 (Box 80) 

Winnipeg, MB   R3C 1A5 

 

RE: New licence request – Lowe Farm, Mb  

 

Dear Krystal,  

This letter is to request operational approval for the Lowe Farm Co-op Services (1959) Ltd. bulk fertilizer 
storage and blending facility in the town of Lowe Farm.  

 

This application includes:  

• A hard copy of the new license proposal 
• A cheque for $1000 for a class 1 development fee 
• Site plan drawing  
• Certificate of land title  

If you have any questions regarding this application please contact me at info shown below.  

 

Thanks,  

 

Jason Rheault  

General Manager  

Lowe Farm Co-op Services (1959) Ltd.  

Ph. 204-746-8476 Email. Jason@lowefarmcoop.com 



Environmental Act Proposal 

Lowe Farm Co-op Services (1959) Ltd.  

Lowe Farm, Manitoba 

Introduction & Background 

Lowe Farm Co-op has been a long time supplier of agricultural products including herbicides, 
insecticides, fungicides and seed. The company has an existing Agricultural Warehouse and bulk seed 
treatment facility in the town of Lowe Farm and is looking to expand its operation by offering dry bulk 
fertilizer. The proposed project is a class 1 development and requires a licence under the Environment 
Act (Manitoba).  

The project includes the construction of bulk granular fertilizer storage and blending facility in the Town 
of Lowe Farm, Mb. (Section NW31-4-1W) in the RM of Morris. The proposed facility will have 
approximately 900 tonnes of storage capacity and will be constructed of metal bins on concrete pads.  A 
horizontal rotary blend system to be feed by conveyor from bins will be used to blend fertilizer.  A small 
mechanical office building will also be built on site to house the electrical components of this system. 
The facility will include a concrete pit for unloading of trucks into the bins and a horizontal blender with 
conveyor to outload onto customers trucks which will all be supported by concrete pads below.  

Description of proposed Development 

 

 



• Lowe Farm Co-op Services (1959) Ltd. currently owns the land on which the proposed facility will 
be constructed.   

• The land currently is used for bulk seed treating and chemical storage via a WHSA certified 
warehouse.  The land adjoining this parcel is agricultural use to the south and east. To the west 
is a grain elevator and North is highway 23 followed by the community of Lowe Farm.  Land is 
zoned General development in the RM of Morris.  

 

• Construction of a road to be built directly over abandoned railway line and attach to existing 
road for ease of traffic flow on site.  Access will not be changed from existing.  This is planned to 
start in June of 2016.  Concrete pads to erect 6 – 150 MT hopper bottom storage bins and 
horizontal rotary blender pad will be installed to meet industry standards for this facility.  This is 
planned to start in June 2016. Once the bulk fertilizer storage facility has been constructed, 
regular maintenance checks will be conducted to ensure all components of the facility are in 
proper working order. The facility will operate seasonally mostly in April/May and in October 
months. Detailed emergency and spill response plans will be prepared and kept on site to 
ensure health and safety of all employees and public.   

• No grant funding will be applied for. 
• Construction permit from the RM of Morris has been sent in and not yet received at the time of 

writing this. A public notice will be presented from the RM of Morris and a hearing to be 
scheduled.  Council will make decision after this time.  In discussions with CAO no issues are 
foreseen with this project.  

• Public consultations will be held open to all residents. The residents closest to the site will be 
sent information directly.   

Description of existing environment in the project area 

• The local area consists mainly of agricultural grain farm land in the “Red River Valley”. There are 
no natural surface water bodies capable of supporting aquatic life within 500M of the site.    

• Domestic municipal water is obtained from imported municipal water service.  
• Aquatic environment – N/A 



• Terrestrial environment – N/A 
• Endangered Species – N/A  
• No Socio-Economic implications would result from this development. 

Description of Environmental and Human Health Effects of the Proposed Development 

• No impact will be caused on the Biophysical environment.  
• Types of fertilizers to be handled would include 46-0-0 Nitrogen, 11-52-0 Phosphate, 0-0-60 

Potash and 21-0-0-24 Ammonium Sulphate.  
• Storage would all be in hopper bottom bins  
• No Gas or associated products would be stored on site. 
• No impact on heritage resources 
• No impacts on human health and safety 
• No impact on indigenous people  

 

Mitigation Measures and Residual Environmental Effects 

There are several layers of protection in place to protect both people and the environment.  

Firstly, all personnel will be trained on a regular basis for their specific job requirements including safety 
in handling product, how to perform spill cleanup duties, how to read MSDS sheets and what their 
specific obligations are should a product spillage occur.  

Secondly, concrete load pads will be in place in both the load in and load out areas to prevent 
contamination of bare soil from any product spillage that may occur.  As part of spill cleanup practices 
any spills will be cleaned up immediately and put into a containment vessel for proper disposal/usage.  

 

Follow up plans, Including Monitoring and Reporting 

N/A 
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